Annexure I

GUIDELINES FOR ASSISTANCE TO PREVENT ENTRY OF PASSENGERS
WITHOUT YELLOW FEVER VACCINATION CERTIFICATE FROM 42 YF
ENDEMIC COUNTRIES/ COUNTRIES AT RISK OF YELLOW FEVER
TRANSMISSION THROUGH, MEA

Date: 20.01.2025
A. Introduction

Yellow Fever (YF) is an acute viral hemorrhagic disease, with a high mortality rate
(40-60%) among severe cases, transmitted by infected Aedes mosquito in tropical regions of
South America and Africa. Currently, 29 countries in African and 13 countries in South
American Continent are endemic for YF disease. While India is not endemic to YF and has
no local transmission, the country remains at risk of importation due to its favorable climate,

presence of similar mosquito species (4edes) and circulation of related viruses like Dengue.

To mitigate this risk, India enforces strict Yellow Fever vaccination requirement
under the International Health Regulations (IHR) 2005. Travelers aged >9 months arriving
from any of  the 42 YF-endemic countries (list available at
https://www.ihpoe.mohfw.gov.in/vaccination.php) must present a valid Yellow Fever
Vaccination Certificate (YFVC) issued by authorized centers. The certificate is valid 10 days
post-vaccination; hence, travelers must be vaccinated at least 10 days before departure from
country. Non-compliance or invalid certificates result in quarantine for up to 6 days at

designated facilities.

The virus can be introduced into India either through unvaccinated travelers or adult
mosquitoes transported via conveyances, which are already being closely monitored at all
entry points by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW). To prevent the
importation of infective adult vector mosquitoes, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) has implemented Aircraft Disinsection (insecticide spraying) inside international
flights arriving in India to prevent vector entry. The transmission of Yellow Fever virus from
infected female mosquito to their offspring through eggs/ovaries has been reported, posing a

potential risk of Yellow Fever disease transmission within our country.
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A highly effective vaccine for humans is available for the prevention of this disease,
offering lifelong immunity. However, unvaccinated travelers pose a significant risk to the

country and such passengers are quarantined before entering the country.
B. Situation Analysis

Travellers to/from 42 YF endemic counties/countries with risk of yellow fever disease

transmission can be categorised into following categories.

a. Indians travelling to these countries & returning back.

Indians traveling for long-term purposes such as employment, education, projects, or
family visits, as well as for short-term purposes like business or tourism, are required
to take the Yellow Fever (YF) vaccination at least 10 days prior to travel for visa

purposes. Compliance varies depending on destination requirements.

b. NRIs traveling from these countries & returning to India.

NRIs in these countries as they are local may have undergone this vaccination.
However as they are also OCI Card holders they may not be required to apply for
eVisa or Regular Visa and can be missed in the compliance. This group has to be
informed by the local Indian Embassies through the Indian diaspora associations

on having YFV Card 10 days before travel.

c. Foreigners travelling from these countries.

Foreigners of these 42 countries (as updated by MoHFW) may have got the
vaccination but as they have to take eVisa or Regular Visa they can be easily made

compliant by ensuring their vaccination 10 days before arrival to India.

d. Indians and Foreigners traveling in transit through these countries on short visit
planned for a break in journey or due to any travel delay leading to break in

journey.

Indians/NRIs and Foreigners of other countries may be travelling to/from all these 42
countries (as updated by MoHFW) must possess YFV Card 10 days before arrival in

India.
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e. Medical Value Travel (MVT) for treatment purposes in Indian Hospitals.

Passengers travelling for Medical Value Travel for treatment in India on Medical
Visa and Attendant Visa are the high risk passengers who are sick and there is
challenge for APHO (Airport Health Organisation) at Airports to quarantine them due
to their sickness or Medical treatment plans. YFV cards should be mandatory for visa

issuance.

f. Seafarers, Airline crew, Qil Rigs crew to these countries.

Seafarers, Airlines Crew are travelling to all these countries due to their job and hence

they are generally adviced by their recruiting companies to take the vaccination.
C. Action Plan

In order to prevent entry of unvaccinated Passengers coming from 42 countries (as updated
by MoHFW) at risk of Yellow Fever Disease transmission, either as residents or on short

visits the following measures can be adopted by the Embassies from all these countries.

®

Mandatory checklist point for documentary proof of valid YF Vaccination card taken

10 days before the travel date to India, for eVisa and Regular visa approval.

b. All the 42 embassies may be sent a note verbale to issue visa to Indian travellers only
after a documentary proof of valid YF Vaccination card taken 10 days before their

travel to their countries.

c. All the Medical Visa and the Attendant visa to have a mandatory checklist point for
documentation proof of valid YF Vaccination card taken 10 days before the travel

date to India.

d. All Foreigners coming into India with history of travel to these countries within six
days of arrival to India must be issued eVisa or Regular Visa only with mandatory
checklist point of YF Vaccination card taken 10 days before their travel to India. So
for all eVisa and Regular Visa applications for all Nationals a mandatory column to

be added for the traveller history of visit to any of these 42 countries within 6 days of
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arrival to India, if yes they are to attach YF Vaccination card taken 10 days before

their arrival to India.

The OCI card holders if they don’t have to apply for eVisa or Regular Visa for
coming to India will be a challenge if they travel to these countries and then come to
India. If these 42 endemic countries are sent a note verbale that all the NRIs and OCI
card holders who are visiting their countries are to have a valid YF Vaccination card

10 days before their actual arrival to their country can solve this problem.

Foreign Nationals who are having the facilities to have visa on arrival are to be
advised through their embassies to ensure if they have travel history to any of these 42
Countries (as updated by MoHFW) with risk of yellow fever disease transmission
within last 6 days must have a valid YF Vaccination card obtained at least 10 days

before their arrival to India.

The YF Vaccination card has to be issued as per the format of the International
Health Regulations 2005, 3RD Edition as per Annex 6, 7. (as per copy attached and a

model filled card format as an example)

. The Yellow Fever Vaccination certificate/card must be presented in its original form
for verification upon arrival in India. Soft copies, photocopies, QR code certificates,
or any other formats will not be accepted as valid proof. Passengers failing to produce

a valid original certificate will be subject to quarantine procedures.
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has on the date indicated been vaccinated or received prophylaxis against: (name of disease or condition) YELLOW FEVER
in accordance with the International Health Regulations.
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