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The Ministry of Education, Sustainable Development, Innovation, Science, 
Technology and Vocational Training of St. Lucia organized a plaque unveiling 
ceremony on 18th April 2024 to mark the completion of the project under India-
UN Development Partnership Fund for “Upgrading Saint Lucia’s capacity to 
provide impactful vocational training for marginalized youth”. The Government 
of India provided a grant assistance of USD 1,061,601 for this project.  
 
The project was conceived as part of the efforts towards helping St. Lucia 
accomplish SDG 8 to promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. The 
implementing partners were the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of 
Education along with the ILO, which managed the construction of the facility. 
The facility would be run by the Center for Adolescent Renewal and Education 
(C.A.R.E.) in collaboration with the Ministry of Education. The C.A.R.E 
Hospitality and Catering Unit would provide vocational training to the 
marginalized youth and create opportunities for sustainable livelihoods. The 
project would benefit more than one-third of the youth population of St. Lucia. 
The aim of the project is the creation of a skilled workforce that would support 
economic growth.  
 
Speaking at the unveiling of the bilingual plaque in Hindi and English, the Hon. 
Shawn A. Edward, Minister for Education, Sustainable Development, 
Innovation, Science, Technology and Vocational Training expressed gratitude 
to the Government and the people of India for helping realize their vision of 
training the youth for the tourism and hospitality industry on which Saint 
Lucia's economy was dependent.  
 
Dr. Shankar Balachandran, Ambassador of India to Suriname concurrently 
accredited as the High Commissioner of India to St. Lucia, observed that it was 
an honor to be part of the event for the sod-turning of which he had been there 
along with Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Philip J. Pierre and the Minister. He 
thanked the Government of St. Lucia and the ILO for ensuring that the 
implementation was completed despite the challenges. He said that India would 
continue with its commitment to South-South partnership and inclusive global 



growth where the benefits of prosperity were shared among the largest 
number of people in keeping with the true ethos of India's philosophy 
“Vasudaiva Kutumbakam” or the whole world is one family. This was the 
philosophy which inspired Hon’ble PM Modi to commit US $ 150 million for 
promoting sustainable development through the India-UN Development 
Partnership Fund.  
 
This is the second project after "the Human Security and Sustainable 
Development – a covid-19 Response" and "public assistance programme" 
which were implemented during the 2020-21 period to mitigate the adverse 
impacts of the Covid pandemic in St. Lucia, for which a grant assistance of USD 
1 million was provided by India.  
 
Dr. Karleen Nason, Executive Director, C.A.R E Limited made the welcome 
remarks. Hon'ble Minister of Equity, Social Justice and Empowerment Mr. 
Joachim Andre Henry representing his constituency where the project is 
located appreciated India's contribution to his constituency. He wished to see 
an early completion of the phase II of the project. Mr. Kendall Khodra, Deputy 
Permanent Secretary proposed a vote of thanks.   
 
Thereafter, Hon Shawn A. Edward and High Commissioner Dr. Shankar 
Balachandran jointly unveiled the bilingual plaque in the presence of all 
speakers, invited guests and a large number of the Indian diaspora.  The Hon'ble 
Education Minister also presented a memento to the High Commissioner. 
 
The guests numbering over 50 included senior Government officials from the 
Education and External Affairs Ministries, Chairman and board members of 
C.A.R.E Ltd, stakeholders, student trainees, members of the Indian Diaspora and 
the media. 
 

Castries, St. Lucia 
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